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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-27, 32-34, 40-43 and 52-53, drawn to an eyeglass apparatus, classified 
in class 134, subclass 901. 

II. Claims 28-30, 35-39, drawn to a method of cleaning eyewear, classified in class 
134, subclass 18. 

III. Claim 31, drawn to a method of cleaning an eyewear with a detachable chip, 
classified in class 134, subclass 32. 

IV. Claims 44-51 and 54-56, drawn to a composition, classified in class 510, subclass 
112. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process such as cleaning 
jewelry. 

Inventions I and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as 
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claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process such as cleaning 
jewelry. 

Inventions I and IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation. 

Inventions II and III are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they 
are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different 
inventions have different modes of operation. The invention of Group II does not require a clip. 

Inventions II and IV are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case, the product as claimed can be used in a materially different 
process such as a laundry detergent. 

Inventions III and IV are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case, the product as claimed can be used in a materially different 
process such as a laundry detergent. 
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2. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Sheldon Meyer on 7/26/04 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group III, claim 31. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 
1-30, and 32-56 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as 
being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Suvashis Bhattacharya on 7/30/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Amend the claims per the attachment provided: 
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4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art fails to 
teach or suggest cleaning eyeglasses by lowering an agitator arm and eyeglass into a solution 
tank containing cleaning solution and moving the agitator arm and attached eyeglass in a back 
and forth motion in the cleaning solution and raising the agitator arm and the attached eyeglass 
out of the cleaning solution and moving the eyeglass and agitator arm repeatedly in a back and 
forth motion to substantially dry the eyeglass. The closest prior art is that of Bowen. However, 
Bowen fails to teach moving the agitator arm in a back and forth motion in and out of the 
cleaning solution. Additionally Bowen teaches drying the eyeglass by blowing air as the 
eyeglass is held stationary above the cleaning solution. The prior art of Cuningham Jr. et al. 
teach oscillation of the eyeglass into the cleaning solution. However, the agitating arm is not 
positioned in the cleaning solution during the agitating step. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Rabenau teach cleaning contact lenses by vibration. Maines teaches an eye glass 
cleaning machine. Volk teaches and optical cleaning apparatus. Ewen teaches and eyeglass 
washing system. Polster teaches cleaning eyeglasses. Cooley teaches and eyeglass cleaning 
station. Williams teaches and eyeglasses holder and cleaner station. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharidan Carrillo whose telephone number is 571-272-1297. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:00a.m-2;30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael E. Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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